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What will happen to my Supplemental Security Income (SSI) payment if I go to 
work? 

Depending on how much you earn, you can work and keep some of your SSI benefits.  

When you go to work and report your earnings, Social Security will reduce your SSI check by an 
amount called your “countable income.”  The good news is that Social Security does NOT 
include all of your earnings in that countable income amount so they will not reduce your SSI 
check dollar-for-dollar when you work.  Instead, Social Security will count less than half of your 
earnings by applying earned income exclusions.  This means that even though Social Security 
will reduce your SSI payment, you will still have more money in your pocket by working than 
you had by only getting an SSI check.  You can get an estimate of how much of your earnings 
will reduce your SSI check by talking to a Community Work Incentives Coordinator (CWIC) from 
your local Work Incentives Planning and Assistance (WIPA) program.  Your CWIC will show you 
how Social Security will apply the earned income exclusions, so you will know exactly what to 
expect when you report your earnings. 

Additional Work Incentive Exclusions: 

In addition to the general earned income exclusions that apply to everyone on SSI, there are 
several special exclusions called “work incentives” that only apply under certain circumstances.  
These work incentives can further reduce the amount of your earnings Social Security counts so 
you can keep more of your SSI check.  Using these work incentives can really increase the 
financial benefit of working for some people.  You can find out if any of these special work 
incentives might apply to you by talking to your CWIC.  Your CWIC can also help you request 
any applicable work incentives and show you how to document the exclusions when you report 
your earnings to Social Security. 

When Your Countable Income is Equal to or Greater than the Full SSI Amount: 

When your countable income for a month is higher than your full SSI payment, Social Security 
will reduce your SSI check to $0.  This is not something to worry about because you can usually 
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stay active in the Social Security disability system and keep your Medicaid coverage as long as it 
is your countable earned income that reduces your SSI to $0.  This means you have a safety net 
that allows you to get your SSI payment back again quickly if you aren’t able to continue 
working or have to reduce your earnings.  It also means you will not have to worry about losing 
your health insurance while you work.  Your CWIC will explain how to keep your SSI case active 
and continue to be eligible for Medicaid if your earnings could cause your SSI check to stop. 
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